
Letter to Smyrna
Revelation 2:8-11

Smyrna is a coastal city of great wealth, about forty miles north of Ephesus. 
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Revelation 2:8-11

It is an old city that was founded about 1200 B.C. Smyrna was noted as a 
strong center of emperor worship and the worship of Zeus. In 195 B.C. a temple 
to the Goddess of Rome was constructed, and in A.D. 26 a temple to Tiberius was 
also constructed.  These and other temples were built upon an acropolis which 
produced a very dramatic visual effect and was popularly described by the phrase 
Òthe Crown of Smyrna.Ó

To the Church in Smyrna  - SMUR nuh;
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Letter to Smyrna
Revelation 2:8-11

8“To the angel of the church in Smyrna write: 

These are the words of him who is the First and the Last, who 
died and came to life again. 9I know your afflictions and your 
poverty—yet you are rich! I know about the slander of those who 
say they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan. 
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10Do not be afraid of what you are about to suffer. I tell you, the 
devil will put some of you in prison to test you, and you will suffer 
persecution for ten days. Be faithful, even to the point of death, 
and I will give you life as your victor’s crown. 

11Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches. The one who is victorious will not be hurt at all by the 
second death. 

I. I AM    v.8
A. First and the Last
B. Dead and now Alive

II. I Know    (oida) vv.9,10,11
A. Your Works
B. Your Tribulation

Afflictions - v.9 - pressure, distress of the mind, distressing circumstances, trial

The Christian Church in Smyrna was a suffering church. The very strong word 
ÒafflictionsÓ, which in the Greek denotes Ôcrushing pressure,Õ is used to describe 
the experiences of these Christians. 

C. Your Poverty
They lived in a wealthy city, yet they were poor. Poverty is always a harder 

burden in areas of great wealth. There can be an oppressive contrast between the 
rich and the poor.

D. Your Future
But the greatest suffering has to do with the persecution that overshadows the 

future.

The Christians are challenged by the Christ who dies and lives Ñ not to fear 
the future threat to them. 

1. The Devil
a. Is Real

They are told that the devil is the power that orchestrates their coming peril, 
but that his authority is limited. 
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b. Is Limited

Note the term Òten daysÓ in verse 10. The devil has power but there are 
limits to that power. Even if these Christians in Smyrna were to perish in the 
coming trials, they are promised that death itself is bound by the decision of God. 

2. The Second Death

The term Òsecond deathÓ in v. 11 appears here in this context. The phrase is 
not used in any other book in the NT, but it does appear in Revelation in four 
places (2.11, 20.6, 20.14, 21.18). 

28Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the 
soul. Rather, be afraid of the One who can destroy both soul and 
body in hell.                                      Matthew 10:28

Whatever the full meaning of this term it has special meaning to the Christians 
in Smyrna and for us today. The power of evil is not the Þnal power!! 

E. Your Enemy
This is the Þrst place in the Revelation where the existence of the devil is 

mentioned. Two words for the Evil One are mentioned here: 

1. ÕSatanÕ which is a direct translation from the Greek word which means 
ÔadversaryÕ, and 

2. the word translated ÔdevilÕ which comes from the Greek word diabolas, 
which is literally Ôslanderer.Õ

We are confronted with the Biblical recognition of the existence of the devil. 
Personal will against the will of God, this is how the devil is portrayed throughout 
the Bible. God has granted the freedom to choose to both humans and too the 
angels as well.

NOTE: The Sovereign, Creator God gave His creation the ability to choose 
and His creation decides that their will and ability to choose is superior to the will 
and ability of the Almighty, Sovereign, Creator God Ñ whose Þrst choice was to 
grant the ability to choose.

In this text we learn of the devilÕs will against God and against GodÕs people is 
not ultimate and Þnal. There is a limit upon his reign of terror. 

We must take a Biblical and realistic view of the devil. There are events in our 
lives that come about that are against the will of God.  The speeding drunk driver 
crashing into and harming or killing someone else, murder, suicide, adultery, racism, 
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etc. are acts of violence that are against the will of God. But evil has even a larger 
dimension than simply bad choices made by human beings. There are superhuman 
powers that are trying to destroy and over throw the Almighty God. The evil and 
its damage is real danger, but that damage is not ultimate; the last word, both of 
judgment and hope, belongs to God.

The Christian is able to face tragedy honestly, not with an artiÞcial outlook that 
says that the event didnÕt happen, or that somehow God causes bad things to 
happen. There is a sense that bad experiences that happen to us and because of us. 
They are harmful and negative. They scar the landscape of the plan that God has 
for our lives. The hope is that there is grace and mercy that God gives that makes 
fertile ground out of barren and brings springs of living water where there has 
been a drought. The resources that we have in Jesus Christ are fully adequate. They 
are the resources that we need, the only resources that we need.

III. I Give     v.10
This second letter ends with a very personal assurance to the Christians who 

live in the shadow of SmyrnaÕs acropolis: ÒI will give you the crown of life.Ó 
The Lord knows their city and He knows them.
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